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(&) THE blood of all men flows from equally remote
sources; and though some are unable to trace their line
directly beyond their grandfathers, all are nevertheless
justified in placing at the head of their pedigree the
great progenitors of the race, as Lord Chesterfield did
when he wrote, ‘ADAM de Stanhope—EVE de Stanhop.’
No class is ever long stationary. The mighty fall, and

the humble are exalted. New families take the place of

HE

the old, who disappear among the ranks of the common
people. Burke’s Vicissitudes of Families strikingly ex-
hibits this rise and fall of families, and shows that the
misfortunes which overtake the rich and noble are
greater in proportion than those which overwhelm the
poor.
(F RSB S~T P QlleNE 42
MWV Q<TTHE N o N A FE N2 40 m o 0 R O iR O v
PR VOEENEER BREELH O Pl Omolkks
| WERL-2Q WL RSO S TR (New families) ‘&
s Mk NS vEe” ik MEQ <X ] (Common Peo-
ples) QEUBLIOVH4L "L QHIERE D Q TR QBN ¥~
VALY 500 (BRNBO e an 4D H RQIEKQ | <EBXN—uy
2 QN WEMIE NN XBERQ | <HRESEROEURYD
£2°) e PR TR QIKERERHOHNOPE00]°
(B) One of Oliver Cromwell’s great grandsons was a
grocer on Snow Hill, and others of his descendants died
in great poverty. Many barons of proud names and titles
have perished, like the sloth, upon their family tree,
after eating up all the leaves; while others have been
overtaken by adversities which they have been unable to
retrieve, and sunk at last into poverty and obscurity.
Such are the mutabilities of rank and fortune.

The great bulk of our peerage is comparatively



modern, so far as titles go; but it is not the less noble <HOBNOR B K ¥ v 2 KU 4R34 (K B<E<S

that it had been recruited to so large an extent from TR Y | O 42°
the ranks of honourable industry. In olden times, the oD NEL QI VICIRS T O S QL[N 8
wealth and commerce of London, conducted as it was HEOWVREN-2 QI NN e XN QEQEYV MvOE
by energetic and enterprising men, was a prolific source ¥ Q<LHO K &R — =i O p°
of peerages. (D) But by this time his eldest son William (afterwards
4mQEKHE Q MER S RERRENHOLLORRS R YR Lord Stowell), who had gained a scholarship at Oxford,
ISR < ¥ QF ROV L2 QA80° Hzn M= N wrote to his father, ‘Send Jack up to me, I can do
QISP RE MK IQ HIE <y QUR VNP X better for him.’ John was sent up to Oxford accordingly,
1 TP IR 4@ MR D 42 Q 1 48re° where, by his brother’s influence and his own appli-
Ve LmPIORBVERY ~ OV TR] WRRO LR X cation, he succeeded in obtaining a fellowship. But when
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(©) No fewer than seventy British peerages, including two

at home during the vacation, he was so unfortunate—or

rather so fortunate, as the issue proved—as to fall in

dukedoms, have been founded by successful lawyers. love; and running across the Border with his eloped

Mansfield and Erskine were, it is true, of noble family; bride, he married, and, as his friends thought, ruined

but the latter used to thank God that out of his own himself for life. He had neither house nor home when
family he did not know a lord. The others were, for he married, and had not yet earned a penny. He lost his
the most part, the sons of attorneys, grocers, clergymen, fellowship, and at the same time shut himself out from
merchants, and hardworking members of the middle preferment in the Church, for which he had been
class. destined. He accordingly turned his attention to the
O R RS ROIEER Y H 2L ] O L2y MTE] NEEPeQ study of the law. To a friend he wrote, ‘I have married
P40 0 42° iRk HT #E ML E < Q HdR A48 © 42 rashly; but it is my determination to work hard to
BB SERUNEV 20 S AT SR (middle class) provide for the woman 1 love.’
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Thus William Strutt, the eldest, is said to have inven—
ted a self-acting mule, the success of which was only
prevented by the mechanical skill of that day being un-
equal to its manufacture. Edward, the son of William,
was a man of eminent mechanical genius, having early
discovered the principle of suspension-wheels for carria—
ges: he had a wheelbarrow and two carts made on the
principle, which were used on his farm near Belper. It
may be added that the Strutts have throughout been
distinguished for their noble employment of the wealth
which their industry and skill have brought them; that
they have sought in all ways to improve the moral and
social condition of the work—people in their employment;
and that they have been liberal donors in every good
cause—of which the presentation, by Mr. Joseph Strutt,
of the beautiful park or Arboretum at Derby, as a gift
to the townspeople for ever, affords only one of many

illustrations. The concluding words of the short address

1<

which he delivered on presenting this valuable gift are
worthy of being quoted and remembered: ‘As the sun
has shone brightly on me through life, it would be
ungrateful in me not to employ a portion of the fortune
I possess in promoting the welfare of those amongst
whom I live, and by whose industry I have been aided
in its organization.’
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(F) Petty was a most indefatigable contriver, inventor,
and organizer of industry. One of his inventions was a
double-bottomed ship, to sail against wind and tide. He
published treatises on dyeing, on naval philosophy, on
woollen cloth manufacture, on political arithmetic, and

many other subjects. He founded iron works, opened



lead mines, and commenced a pilchard fishery and a
timber trade; in the midst of which he found time to
take part in the discussions of the Royal Society, to
which he largely contributed. He left an ample fortune
to his sons, the eldest of whom was created Baron
Shelburne. His will was a curious document, singularly
illustrative of his character; containing a detail of the
principal events of his life, and the gradual advancement
of his fortune. His sentiments on pauperism are chara—
cteristic. ‘As for legacies for the poor,’ said he, ‘I am
at a stand; as for beggars by trade and election, I give
them nothing; as for impotents by the hand of God, the
public ought to maintain them; as for those who have
been bred to no calling nor estate, they should be put
upon their kindred;-:---- wherefore I am contented that I
have assisted all my poor relations, and put many into
a way of getting their own bread; have laboured in
public works; and by inventions have sought out real
objects of charity; and I do hereby conjure all who
partake of my estate, from time to time, to do the
same at their peril. Nevertheless to answer custom, and
to take the surer side, I give 20/. to the most wanting
of the parish wherein I die.” He was interred in the

fine old Norman church of Romsey—the town wherein

he was born a poor man’s son—and on the south side
of the choir is still to be seen a plain slab, with the
inscription cut by an illiterate workman, ‘Here Layes

Sir William Petty.’
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(G) the after career of Henry Bickersteth was one of

REMIBHELRY 5S40

honour, of emolument, and of distinguished fame. He
ended his career as Master of the Rolls, sitting in the
House of Peers as Baron Langdale. His life affords only
another illustration of the power of patience, perse-
verance, and conscientious working, in elevating the

character of the individual, and crowning his labours

My



with the most complete success.
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() EXAMPLE is one of the most potent of instructors,
though it teaches without a tongue. It is the practical
school of mankind, working by action, which is always
more forcible than words. Precept may point to us the
way, but it is silent continuous example, conveyed to
us by habits, and living with us in fact, that carries us
along. Good advice has its weight: but without the
accompaniment of a good example it is of comparatively
small influence; and it will be found that the common
saying of ‘Do as I say, not as I do’, is usually reversed
in the actual experience of life.

All persons are more or less apt to learn through

the eye rather than the ear; and, whatever is seen in

H=

fact, makes a far deeper impression than anything that
is merely read or heard. This is especially the case in
early youth, when the eye is the chief inlet of know-
ledge. Whatever children see they unconsciously imitate.
They insensibly come to resemble those who are about
them—as insects take the colour of the leaves they feed
on. Hence the vast importance of domestic training. For
whatever may be the efficiency of schools, the examples
set in our Homes must always be of vastly greater
influence in forming the characters of our future men
and women. The Home is the crystal of society—the
nucleus of national character; and from that source, be
it pure or tainted, issue the habits, principles, and
maxims which govern public as well as private life.
The nation comes from the nursery. Public opinion
itself is for the most part the outgrowth of the home;
and the best philanthropy comes from the fireside. ‘To
love the little platoon we belong to in society’, says
Burke, ‘is the gem of all public affections.’ From this
little central spot the human sympathies may extend in
an ever widening circle, until the world is - embraced;
for, though true philanthropy, like charity, begins at
home, assuredly it does not end there.
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(I) The characters of parents are thus constantly repeated
in their children; and the acts of affection, discipline,
industry, and self—control, which they daily exemplify,
live and act when all else which may have been learned
through the ear has long been forgotten.
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(I, Selfhelp: National and Individual) NS0V EREE OV L
'Q°
The spirit of self-help, as exhibited in the energetic
action of individuals, has in all times been a marked
feature in the English character and furnishes the true
measure of our power as a nation. Rising above the
heads of the mass there were always to be found a
series of individuals distinguished beyond others, who
commanded the public homage. But our progress has

also been owing to multitudes of smaller and less known

men. Though only the generals’ names may be remem-
bered in the history of any great campaign, it has been
in a great measure through the individual valour and
heroism of the privates that victories have been won.
And life, too, is ‘a soldiers’ battle’,—men in the ranks
having in all times been amongst the greatest of wor—
kers. Many are the lives of men unwritten, which have
nevertheless as powerfully influenced civilization and
progress as the more fortunate Great whose names are
recorded in biography. Even the humblest person, who
sets before his fellows an example of industry, sobriety,
and upright honesty of purpose in life, has a present as
well as a future influence upon the well-being of his
country; for his life and character pass unconsciously
into the lives of others, and propagate good example for

()
all time to come.
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Simple industry and thrift will go far towards making
any person of ordinary working faculty comparatively
independent in his means. Even a working may be so,
provided he will carefully husband his resources, and
watch the little outlets of useless expenditure. A |penny
is a very small matter, yet the comfort of thousands of
families depends upon the proper spending and saving
of pennies. If a man allows the little pennies, the

results of his hard work, to slip out of his fingers—
some to the beer-shop, some this way and some that—
he will find that his life is little raised above one of

mere animal drudgery. On the other hand, if he take



care of the pennies—putting some weekly into a benefit
society or an insurance fund, others into a savings
bank, and confiding the rest to his wife to be carefully
laid out, with a view to the comfortable maintenance
and education of his family—he will soon find that this

attention to small matters will abundantly repay him, in

increasing means, growing comfort at home, and a mind

comparatively free from fears as to the future. And

if a working man have high ambition and possess rich-

ness in spirit—a kind of wealth which far transcends all

mere worldly possessions—he may not only help himself,

but Jm a profitable helper of others in his path through
5)

life.
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From this little central spot the human sympathies may
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extend in an ever widening circle, until the world is

embraced.
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The power of money is on the whole over-estimated.
The greatest things which have been done for the world
have not been accomplished by rich men, nor by
subscription lists, but by men generaly of small pecu-
niary means. christianty was propagated over half the
world by men of the poorest class. ¢5?
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